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Bank Clearings for Individual Cities—December 1950 and 1949 
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United States Wholesale Commodity Price Index 


Bureau of Labor Statistics 
United States Department of Labor 


Weekly index of Wholesate Commodity Prices (19262100) 


Jen. Dec. Dec. Dec. 


12 
1950 


2 26 19 
1951 950 1950 


Commodity Groups 


All Commodi ties.... 176.0 174.7 173.6 


190.6 188.5 186.5 
184.6 179.2 
244.1! 226.0 
181.4 180.5 
256.8 253.1 252.3 


Lives tock...... 
FORES ec coccceeseoss 
Me Ots..cnscacccces 
All Commodities Other 
Farm and Foods... 
Textile Products......+..- 
Fue! & Lighting Meteriais.. 
Meteis & Metal Products 
Building Materials.... 
Chemicals &Alttied Products... 
SPECIAL INDEXES (1947=100) 
Petroleum and Products..... 
Retined Petroleum Prod.... 
Crude Petfoleum... 
Natural Gaesoline.... 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 
December 1950 and 1 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 
December 1950 and 1949 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 


Mov rtains 
Boise, idaeho.. 
Butte, Mont... 
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~Olorado Springs, 
Denver, Col.... 


Great Falls, Mon 


Ogden, Utah... 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
Pueblo, > ° 
Selt Lake ity, 
Tucson, Ariz. 


Total Mountaei 


Pacitics 
Bakerstield, 
Berkeley, al 
Beverly Hills 
fresno, Cal.. 
slendaie, a! 
Long speach, 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 


Year 1950, 1949 and 1948 





Building Permit Values for 215 Cittes—Montbly—1948 to Date 
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Failures by Divisions of Industry——December 
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1950 
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New England: 


Main@eseee 
New Hempshi: 
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U 
«nh je $'and. 
Tota! New Eng 


Middle Attan 
New York... ° 
New Jersey . 
Pennsylvan 
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United States Failures by States—December 1950 


Number of Failures Current Liabilities 
(Thousands ot Do!llers) 


Dec. Dec. 12 Months 
195C 950 1950 1950 i9 


256 1,091 
130 1,094 
26 260 
630 13,623 
497 4,106 
iw 1,600 


1,590 21,774 


2,151 41,5558 4,375 59,756 70,540R 
346 366 807 10,926 16,246 
420 __S40k ___829 _ 8,056 _17,397R 


2,917 2,4618 18,738 04,1838 


14,840 

2,371 
20,467 
11,720 


Canadian Fail 
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(Liabllitties tn thousends of dollars) 





December 1950 Janvery to December i950 
Number Per “urrent Tota! Number Per Current Total 
Cent Lieb. Liab. Cent Lieb. Lieb. 
MANUFACTURING. .cescseceeee 143-100. 5,352 5,352 2,074 100.0 95,094 99,283 
Vader $5 00Bcccccccceces 20 14.0 45 45 279 13.5 76) 761 
$5,000 to $25,000....... 63 44, #24 824 949 45.7 11,901 11,901 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 50 I5.0 »'3 atau 641 0.9 30,241 30,241 
$100,000 to $!,000,000.. ) r.! 2,351 , 35) 199 9.6 43,910 48,099 
$1,000,000 and Over..... ee ee os e« 6 3.3 8,281 8,281 
WHOLESALE TRADE.....--eeee 7 100.0 2,260 » «00 1,016 100.0 33,594 33,672 
Under $5,000.......46. i 14.3 26 4 t7t 16.8 442 442 
$5,000 to $25,000....... 39 50.6 19 519 484 47.7 6,259 6,259 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 24 I 1,199 1,199 295 29.¢ 14,260 14,260 
$100,000 to $!,000,000.. 3 i.9 2t¢é 316 6¢ 6.5 12,633 12,710) 
$1,000,000 and Over..... e« e« o« . e< es ee . 
RETAIL TRADE .cwccvesccceus 331 Or 5,479 5,479 4,429 100.0 72,691 2,701 
Under $5,000. ccccccceses B¢ 26.1 229 29 1,241 28.0 3,353 3, 353 
$5,000 to $25,000...... ° 187 56. 2,014 2,014 2,444 55.2 28,00¢ 28 ,006 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 5( iS. 2,009 2,009 676 15.3 28,800 28,80C 
$100,000 to $1,000,000.. } 9.1 1,227 1,227 68 1.5 12,532 12,542 
$1,000,000 and Over..... ee oe o* . e< ee ee e« 
SONS TRUCTION. «22 cece ce enes 62 100.C 4,748 4,748 912 100.90 25,651 5,791 
Under $5, 00¢ eeeeees eevee 12 i9.3 33 $3 196 2t.5 530 530 
5,000 to $25,000....... 24 $0.0 424 424 469 51.4 5,666 5 , 666 
$25,000 to $100,000..... 13 21.0 600 600 2K 1.9 8,793 8,793 
$100,000 to $!,000,000.. ‘ 8.) 951 951 46 Ss. 1,922 8,062 
1,000,000 and Over..... 1.6 7 2,74C j 0.1 2,74 2,74 
WMERCIAL SERVICE....-. . ¢ 100.0 es 3,205 3s 100.' 1,253 23,61 
Jnder $s, Seeeerceeces is 26.9 4 44 178 24.4 Si 501 
$5, to $25,000....... ’ 49.% 444 448 3460 49.2 4,44) 4,44) 
$25.00 to $100,000. 16.4 479 479 lA 09.3 lad ~ r,235 
$100, ‘ to $i, Us A 4 Oe '» 4 e454 Le) Se 6,726 ¥,V0 
$i, 00,0 and VUver P - » Or ? » 35C 2,395 
Ic f r TE STATES eesees A , ox . 44 , ,044 9, 162 1 Of 248,283 , , 6 
. 
noer $s, eeeeee eresee 14 21.6 > 179 065 9. § 5.587 5,587 
$5, OOC to $ , ° eeseees ) $4 4, V9 4.2% 4,7 A 1.4 56,273 56,27 
» t $100, UO eosee i4 91.8 6,419 6,419 |,¥ 6 89,329 SY, 
$100,000 to $1,000,000. ) 4.3 6,27 2? 4 4.4 83,723 20,49 
. e@€v $@aq 
Failures by Federal Reserve Districts by Divisions of Industry——-December !950 
jabitittes in thousands of dottars)} 
Manu?t r - ese@ie ketal ade ons ta ? rn 
ace 
istricts rrent rr t Ne rent No srrent 
ab. tab. 14D. '@vd-. 
POtles cde cewoese (| ING 19 5 
New rk pel ew eee COD mes ee 1,4¢ P 4\1 o8 » 504 ¢ 
ladel SPeccens { 4 4 3 “ 19 a9 
teve'ia ; Sleoees 4 + 4y 
Richmands «cesses 4 4 ) 4 4 
Tt ONVaeceeesevesces 4 77 } | 
n IDO ec ccecevvece tJ deccee C 4 
St iSeeveeceus . 8 ! . 
Mi ¢a ,eSeevcece 74 ° 4 123 19Y 
Xa A if . StU ewcec ! < ig 149 4 
) é moons Li eer 44) 27 » 
,an ra ' {! Sewees st Frere eineaa 14 41° 5 mi 4 -_ - ~ ss 
bted SPateEes.e.ccees . 43 93 » 2OC §,479 é §,/746 
Failures by Federal Reserve Districts by Divisions of Industry-12 Months 1950 
jabi'tittes tn thousands of dotlaers) 
Nanutectur 4 lesate Retal! Trade onstruction 
lrade 
f tr t Ne rrent “ rrent No. rrent No. rrent 
tab. Liab. }abd. 1 abe 


eereeeeeeeeese 

eereeeeerenwet eleeezee 
eeeeeet Zieseese 
eerste enveeveal Pieaeeen 

“eee 
e+eeeee lt Olewevene 
“eee ewrenenenee 
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Failures by Industrial Groups and Size of Liabilities—December and Year 1950 


Januery to December 1949 
Number Per Current Tote! 
Cent Lieb. Lieb. 
2,331 100.0 143,265 147,505 
280 12. 770 770 
294 42.7 12,691 12,691 
7S1 32.2 36,585 36,585 
294 1?. 72,820 77,060 
12 0.5 20,399 20,399 
Ri 100.0 43,163 45,254 
}43 12.9 397 397 
50% 458.2 6,465 6,465 
371 13.2 17,94! 17,941 
93 8.4 17,784 19,255 
' 0.! 57 1,196 
4,246 100.¢ 71,273 11,366 
1,4! 26.9 3, 165 3,165 
2,391 56.3 27,580 27,580 
645 15.2 26 , 182 28,182 
6 1.6 12,346 12,439 
838 100.0 27,245 27,299 
i79 21.4 490 490 
405 48.3 4,978 4,978 
213 25.4 9,656 9,656 
38 4.5 7,928 7,982 
4 4,193 4,193 
721R 100. 23,1638 23,4 31R 
172 23.8 45 450 
154 49.1 4,222 4,222 
167 23.2 », 814 },814 
A } 4,360 4,628 
2k 0. 66,3178 6,317® 
2,246k 100. 108, 100k 314,8558 
1,ots 20. 27% $,272 
4 A4A c _ S » 936 55,936 
2,14? 234% 100,178 100,178 
-¢ 118,238 121,364 
ar +1 » 4855 32,1058 
ommer a! Tote! 
service nited States 
No urrent No. Current 
jet Lieb. 
4 i54 ’ 1, VC 
| 1,52) 19! 5,113 
} yy. 33 423 
; 26 2? 64( 
"49 “ ~373 
4 4 29 1,423 
~ -* 1,20, 
8 tly 
| 4 4 4) 
*-* **e. aa . 
| 14 HY * 
4 413 | 7% y, tS! 
é P 6 21,044 
TMA € F a} tal 
,erv oy nited Stete 
NO. rent a urrent 
1adD- .'ad. 





Quarterly Record of United States Failures by Detailed Divisions of Industry—1950 and 1949 


Numoer of Feltu 5 urrent Liebl ties in | 





MINING & MANUFACTURING 





Minings@ 


COOlconceseuee 
Crude Petroleum, Natura! Gas.. 
Miscellaneous Mines & Quarries 


ee ee 
Food & Kindred Products: 


Debora PeeOuete<cucc ccc vse 
Beverages - Alcoholic..... 
Beverages - Non-elcoholic. 
Contectionery...... 

Deiry Products.... 

Canning and Preser 

Meet Products...... 

Grein Produc 
Miscelleneous...... 


Textite Mitt Produc 


Textile Mill Products. 
Katt? Geedse<eecceccceces 
Men's & Boy's Clo. & 
Women's & Children's 
Miscellaneous Appare! 
Misc. Textile Products.. 


Totel.. 

Luf&iber & Lumber Products 
Lumber end Basic Produ 
Frere’ tere€s «cess 
Other Finished Products. 


Totel... 


Peper, Printing & Publis 








Paper and Allied Products 
Printing end Publishing... 


SOtel snes 

Chemicals & Altied Prod 
Chemicals and Allied Pr: 
Drugs, Toltlet& Household Prep 
Paints and Varnishes 


Tote! 


Leather & Leather 





Stone Products. 
-leay Products... 
slass Products.. 
Miscelleneo 


Stee! 


tron and Steel 


tron end Steel 


Machinery: 


Electrica! Mae 
Other Machiner 


Transportation Equipment: 


Automobl les end Equipment... 
Other Transportation Equipmen 


Non-terrous 
Petroleum, 
Misce!!laneous 
CC 


Tote! Minin 


< 
# Subtrect 
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ties 


DCAker i eSececs 
ntectionery 

Deiry Products § 

Delicetessen Store 
swocery Stores... 
srocery and Meat 

Meet and fish Markets 

Fruit end Veae 

Liquor Store: 

All Other Fo 


THURUs cevees 
seneral Mer 
Jepartment 
Variety ot 
YJry Goods 9% 
pveneral Mer 


yuntry er 


Total 
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Liabilities in Thousands of 





Number of Fellures 





WHOLESALE TRADE 





Food and Ferm Products: 


Groceries & Food Speciattiess 
@avectlenes Vecccececsers 
Groceries (tult time)... 
Meats and Provisions... 
Fish end See Food...... 
Other Grocery Products. 


Farm Products: 
Dairy end Poultry Prod Se 

Frul?s end Vegetables... cas 

Farm Producta-Rae Mater BISecs 


Bevereges = Alcohol ic 


t« teal Food end farm 


riarcware., 


fomotive 
Whoteseate Pradk 
sal, ote, Petro. Prod’ ta, 
tiectrical pOORGRs a : 
furnatture A Mouse Purnalart 
Machinery tquip. & Sup i@a.. 
Paper and tts Produc : 
Taba ‘ and tts vr 
All Other, 


Le 


Total Misc. Wholesale 


Total Wheleseate Trade, 


| 
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apees ester tage 


Forest Products 
Paper, Printing, 
Chemicels 
Fuels... 
Leather and Leather Products... 
Stone, Cley, Gless and Products 
Poe Oe Deidssbconedcoan< 
a aeennaicek nasa 
Transportation Equipment...... 
Ali Other ccecces 


Publishings. 
and Drugs... 


Tote! Manvtecturning... 


Wholesele Trade: 
Farm Products, Foods, Grocer 
Clothing end Furnishings.... 
Dry Goods end Textiltes....... 


Lumber, Bldg. Mtis., Herdeere... 


Chemicets end Drugs. 
Fuels ° . 
Autemetive Products. 
Supply Houses.... 
All Other... ess 
Total Wholesele 

Retell Trader 
PEOSR ec cccceceeceseeceseseseges 
Farm Supplies, Genera! Stores. 
Generel Merchandise...... 
Appere!...s. 
furniture, r'seho 
Lumber, Bldg. Mtis., 
Automotive Praducts.. 
Restaurants 


EMT ent gs 
riardware. 


Or vgs 
All Other.... 


Toate! fetal 


penters and Bullders.. 
ging Subecontra 
er (ontractors, 


tian 


mwmerctal Jerel 
teaners, Overa, 
Mauvliaoe, Ai 


’ 


otal ommerctal Service 


Prowlncest 


Prince Edward Its ltend.. 
Nove 
New Bry 


Rrittich 
New! 


Columble.. 
CuNndlO@ndesceces 


fote!l Canede 


Cittess 
(1931 Population Ranking) 


Montreal, Que... 


Vancouver, 8. 


Hamilton, Ont.. 
Quebec, Que..... 
Ottewe, Ont.. : 
Caligery, Alb... 
Edmonton, Alb. 
.ondon, Ont.... 
Windsor, Ont.... 
Hellfex, Ne. Se... 
Regine, Sask... 
St. John, N. B. 
Saskatoon, 
Victorie, 8B. 


Tote! 16 Cities... 
Balance of Countr 


Totel Cenedea..... 
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86 
85 


171 


10 

43 

1S 
2,074 
arte .. 


3,044 
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1950 
i 


296 
530 
389 
25 
36 


in Thousends of Dollers 
v5 
1} 


Liabilities 


2,055 1,950 
_!, 485 _1,950 


3,900 


+ 


4,14C 











CONSUMER SPENDING REMAINS HIGH 


There was a moderate rise in the 
total volume of consumer spending 
during the first few weeks of January, 
following the low mark reached im- 
mediately following the Christmas 
shopping season. Shoppers evinced re- 
newed interest in many household 
goods which might be affected by ma- 
terial shortages in the future. Retail 
stores generally reported aggregate 
sales as quite larger than a year ago. 

Consumer spending in December 
rose slightly, according to the seasonally 
adjusted Dun’s Review Regiona! Trade 
Barometer. The preliminary ba- 
rometer for December at 323.5 (1935- 
1939-100) was 5.6 per cent above No- 
vember, and 18.8 per cent higher than 
a year ago. It was 12.0 per cent below 
the record peak reached in July 1950 
when anticipatory buying was wide- 
spread. Adjustment is made in the 
barometer for the number of business 
days that occur in each month. 

Total retail trade in December 
was about 12 per cent larger than the 
$12.8 spent by shoppers a year ago. 

In November the barometer was at 
the highest level for any November on 
record. The final figure of 305.5 was 
10.4 per cent higher than a year ago. 

In all but five of the 29 regions the 
barometers declined from October to 
November. The sharpest drop was 
23.5 per cent in the Pittsburgh Region 
(7), while the most noticeable rise, 6.0 
per cent, took place in the Buffalo and 
Rochester Region (4). 

Unlike the previous month, all the 
barometers were above their corre- 
sponding 1949 levels. As during the 
preceding three months the Atlanta 
and Birmingham Region (20) was the 
highest of all; New England was the 
lowest. Increases above the levels of 
a year ago ranged from 4.3 per cent in 
the Iowa and Nebraska Region (15) 
to 20.3 per cent in the Detroit (12) 
Region. 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 


Adjusted for Seasonal Variation 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


REGION 


United States. . 


. New England 
. New York City Ne 
. Albany, Utica and Syracuse 
. Buffalo and Rochester 
. Northern New Jersey 
». Philadelphia 

>. Pittsburgh 
. Cleveland 

g. Cincinnati and Columbus 
. Indianapolis and Louisville 
. Chicago 
. Detroit 
. Milwaukee 
. Minneapolis and St. Paul 
. lowa and Nebraska 
. St. Louis 


Kansas City nae 
Maryland and Virginia 


. North and South Carolina 
. Atlanta and Birmingham 
. Florida 
. Memphis 
3. New Orleans 
. Texas 
. Denver 
)». Salt Lake City 
7. Portland and Seattle 
8. San Francisco 
. Los Angeles 


Nov. 
1950 


395-5 
227.5 
244.8 
303.3 
$0 3.7 
2236.0 
283.2 
260.4 
291.6 
296.0 
348.9 
249.2 
$42.4 
352.5 
336.1 
316.9 
305.3 
343.0 
Z10.3 
$42.4 
415-4 
382.1 
346.4 
ZN1.1 
406.6 
315.4 
328.8 
352.4 
314.1 
320.8 


Change 
from 
Nov. 1949 


+10.4 
+ 6.4 
+ 7.4 
+11.4 
+13.0 
+ B.o 
+ $7 
+11.3 
+ 3.7 
+ 6.1 
+ 13.4 
+11.6 
+ 20.3 
+15.9 
+15. 
+ 4. 
+t 9. 
+14. 
+10.! 
+ 7-5 
+16.1 
+14.8 
+ 13.9 
+ 9.3 
+11.7 
+ 7.8 
+12.4 
+13. 
+ 8.3 
+15.4 
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Oct. 
I195vV 


321.0 
240.4 
236.0 
305.6 
246.4 
239.5 
252.6 
340.4 
347-0 
337.0 
356.8 
290.0 
381.6 
339.9 
349.8 
345-4 
303.8 
351. 
318. 
357- 
437. 
385.3 
3Ko. 
354.4 
415.6 
341.5 
34.3 
361.3 
330.0 


331.7 


Change 
from 
Oct. 1950 


— 4.58 
™ 54 
+ 3-7 
— 1.7 
+ 6.0 
— 1.0 
+ 0.2 
— 23.5 

“/ 


, 


Comparison 
with 
U.S 


~ 
~ 
4 


| | 
- - t 
A wee we + = ' 
¥ . ¥ x ww = 


Anmwbs = Ww 


~] : 


l++++1+ 


= 


+ 24.7 
+ 33.1 
+ 3.2 
+ 7.6 
+15.4 
+ 2.8 
+ 5.0 


1939 
Reta! 
Sales 
o/ 
LOO. 
7-4 
g.4 


> 
2 
Be 
2 


6. 


3 
3 
1 
1. 
I 
4 
1 


o.§ 
2.7 
3.7 
4.3 


REVIEW—FEBRUARY 1951 











TRADE ACTIVITY — A REGIONAL SUMMARY 


Region 1 
Novemser—Barometer down slightly, 
6.4% above a year ayo; 25.5°% below U. S. 
Boston wholesale volume slightly above 
1949, Portland up 1°%, New Haven up 
5°, Providence up 3°, Hartford up 7°. 
DecemBer—Department store sales in 
Boston unchanged from a year ago, all 
New England up 6%. Most industrial 


plants near full capacity. Total employ- 
ment well above a year ago. Collections 
about as prompt as 1949 rate. 


Region 2 

NovemBEr—Barometer up slightly and 
7.4°, above that of a year ago; but 19.9°. 
below U.S. Wholesale order volume in 
New York City perceptibly higher than a 
year ayo; in Bridgeport up 6°. 

Decemper—Department store sales in 
New York City 9°, above a year ago; ap- 
parel store sales up 8°... Industrial pro- 
duction noticeably above 1949. Backlogs 
sull mounting. Collections more prompt 
than those of a year ago. 


Region 3 

NovemMber—Barometer down slightly 
but 11.4°/ above a year ago. About even 
with U.S. Wholesale volume in Albany 
4°, below a year ago; Utica up 7° ., Bing 
hamton down 5°/,, Syracuse up 5°... 

DrcemBer—Syracuse department store 
sales 16°. higher than a year ago. Total in- 
dustrial production markedly above that 
of 1949. Unemployment down sharply: 
inventories higher and collections faster 
than during December of last year. 


Region 4 

NovemsBer—Barometer up slightly and 
13°. above a year ago; about even with 
U.S. Wholesale volume in Buffalo 5 
higher than a year ago, in Rochester up 
15°, in Elmira up 10°%. 

DecemBer—Department store sales in 
Buffalo 11°, above 1949, in Rochester up 
14°.. Buffalo flour output 4.8°° above 
last year. Steel production in Buffalo 
averaged 100.4°. of capacity. Collections 
about even with a year ago. 


Region 5 
November—Barometer down slightly 
but 8.0°., above that of a year ago; 22.7°/ 
below U. S. The volume of wholesale 
orders in Newark was 5°” smaller than 
the level of a year earlier. 
Dicemper-——Department store sales in 
Newark 13°. higher than the similar 1949 
level. Inventories larger than a month 
ago and a year ago. Order backlogs con- 
tinued to grow. Rate of collections almost 
unchanged from a year earlier. 








The Dun’s Review Regional Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
im consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures ave available without charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & Brapstreer offices. Depart- 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended December 30, 1950. 
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Region 6 
NovemMber—Barometer up fractionally 
and 5.7°, above a year ago; 7.3°, below 
U.S. Philadelphia wholesale volume 3°, 
above last year; Wilmington up 12°%, and 
Trenton up 5°% from 1949 level. 
Decemper—Philadelphia department 
store sales 7°,, higher than a year earlier; 
sales of apparel stores up 7°.. Philadel- 
phia steel output averaged 97.0°,, of capac 
ity. Unemployment low. Collections un- 
changed trom a year ago. 


Region 7 

November—Barometer down sharply 
during the month but 11.3°,, above 1949; 
14.8°, below U.S. Pittsburgh wholesale 
volume 6°, higher than a year ago; 
Wheeling up 10°, and Erie up 8°.. 

Decemper—Pittsburgh department 
store sales 19°, below a year ago: Erie 
sales up 20°. Steel output in Pittsburgh 
averaged 79.6° , of capacity, Youngstown 
68.2°. of capacity, Wheeling 102.8°. Col- 
lections about even with 1949. 


Region 8 

NoveMBER—Barometer down sharply 
during the month but 6.1°., above a year 
ago; 3.1°., below U.S. Cleveland whole 
sale volume up 2°. trom 1949, Akron up 
20°, Canton up 9°., Toledo up 9°. 

Drcemper—Akron department store 
sales 23°. above last year; Cleveland up 
24°., Toledo up 16°4. Cleveland steel 
output averaged 74.7°., of capacity. No 
serious material shortages. Collection rate 
unchanged from that of a year ago. 


Region 9 

NovemBer—Barometer down notice 
ably during the month but 6.1°% above last 
year; 3.1°., below U. S. Wholesale vol 
ume in Cincinnati 5°, above a year ago; 
Columbus volume up 4°.,, Dayton up 5°... 

Decemper—Cincinnati department 
store sales 12°. higher than a year ago. 
Columbus sales up 13°. Total industrial 
production much higher than the levels of 
a month ago and a year ago. Collections 
unchanged from a year earlier. 
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Region 10 

Novemser—Barometer down slightly 
but 13.4°% above 1949; 14.2% above U. S. 
Indianapolis wholesale volume 22% 
higher than a year ago; volume in Louis- 
ville and Evansville up 18° from 1949. 

DecemBer—Indianapolis department 
store sales 16°/, above last year; Louisville 
sales up 11%. Total employment and out- 
put appreciably above 1949 level. Defense 
orders more numerous. Collection rate 
about even with a year ago. 


Region 11 

NovemBer—Barometer down fraction- 
ally during the month but 11.6% above 
last year; 5.3°4 below U. S. Wholesale 
volume in Chicago 9°, above a year ago. 
Rockford down 12%, Springfield up 11°. 

DecemBer—Chicago department store 
sales 9°/, higher than a year ago. Chicago 
steel output averaged 82.9°% of capacity. 
Total employment well above a year ago. 
Inventories quite large. Collections as 
prompt as during December 1949. 


Region 12 

Novemser— Barometer down notice 
ably during the month but 20.3°,, above 
1949; 12.1°,, above U. S. Wholesale vol- 
ume in Detroit 12°, above last year. 
Grand Rapids up 30°, Saginaw up 5°. 

DecemBer—Detroit department store 
sales 18°, above a year ago. Steel produc- 
tion in Detroit averaged 102.8°”, of capac 
ity. Automobile production about 73° 
higher than last year. Deliveries prompt. 
Collections unchanged from 1949. 


Region 13 
NovemMBer—Barometer up slightly dur 
ing the month and 15.9°, above 1949 
level; 15.5°, above U. S. Wholesale vol 
ume in Madison and Milwaukee 5° 
larger than a year ago, Green Bay up 3° 
Decemper— Milwaukee department 
store sales surpassed the level of a year ago 
by 14) Inventories much higher than 
a year earlier. Unemployment scanty. De 
liveries continued to be prompt. Collec 
tions slower than a year ago. 


Region 14 

NovemBer—Barometer down slightly 
but 15.2°., above a year ago; 10.0°/, above 
U.S. Wholesale volume in Minneapolis 
up 3° from 1949 level, St. Paul up 15°.,, 
Duluth up 5°, Sioux Falls up 4°. 

Decemeser—Department store sales in 
the Minneapolis Federal Reserve District 
8°. higher than a year earlier. Minne 
apolis flour output 11.1°/ above a year 
ago. Total unemployment rather low. 
Collection rate unchanged from 1949. 
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TRADE ACTIVITY — A 


Region 15 

Novemsir—Barometer down moder- 
ately during the month but 4.3°., above 
last year; 3.7°., above U.S. Wholesale vol- 
ume in Davenport 28°, above last year, 
Lincoln up 8°, and Des Moines up 15°... 

Decemper—T otal retail volume ex 
panded sharply during the month, contin- 
ued to be well above a year ago. Total 
employment near peak levels. Inventories 
continue to grow. Collection rate un 
changed from a year earlier. 


Region 16 
Novembir—Barometer up tractionally 
during the month and 9.3°, above a year 
ago; about even with U. S. barameter. 
Wholesale volume in St. Louis 5°, larger 
than that of November 1949. 
DecemBrer—St. Louis department store 
sales 7°, above a year ago. Steel output in 
St. Louis averaged 8g9.1°, of capacity. 
Orders for defense needs continued to 
mount. Most plants near capacity levels. 
Collections even with 1949. 


Region 17 

NovemMBer—Barometer down slightly 
during the month but 14.5°,, above last 
year; 12.3%, above U. S. Kansas City 
wholesale level 2°, above 1949. Oklahoma 
City up 3°, St. Joseph down 5' 

DecemBer—Department store sales in 
Kansas City 10°, higher than that of a 
year ago, Oklahoma City up 7°... Flour 
output in Kansas City 12.9° above last 
year, Salina down 0.9°., Wichita up 
28.9°. Collections virtually unchanged. 


Region 18 

NovemBer—Barometer down slightly 
during month but 10.8°/, above 1949 level; 
1.6°. above U. S. Wholesale volume in 
Washington up 20°) from 1949, Balti 
more up 3°., Richmond up 7°. 

December — Baltimore department 
store sales 6°, higher than a year ago. 
Washington sales up 5°. Total payrolls 
moderately higher than last year; unem- 
ployment slight. The rate of collections 
did not vary perceptibly from a year ago. 


Region 19 

NovemMsper—Barometer down slightly 
but 7.5°, above last year; 12.1° , above 
U. S. barometer. Wholesale volume in 
Charlotte 15°, above a year ago, Asheville 
down 5°, Winston-Salem up 17° 

Dectmper—Total retail trade sharply 
above the levels of a month ago and a year 
ago. Total industrial output well above 
a year ago. Total employment near rec 
ord levels. Invéntories higher than last 
year. Collections even with 1949. 
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REGIO 


Region 20 

November—Barometer down slightly 
but 16.1°, above ig4g level; 36.0°., above 
U.S. Wholesale volume in Auianta 7°. 
above 1949 level, in Birmingham volume 
10°, larger than that of a year ago. 

Decemper—Atlanta department stdre 
sales 10°, higher than 1949, Birmingham 
sales up 12°, Nashville up 8°., Augusta 
up 18°%. Steel output averaged 105.0” 
ot capacity. Defense orders more numer- 
ous. Collections even with 1949. 


Region 21 

NovemBer—Barometer down traction 
ally during the month but 14.8°., above a 
year ago; 25.1°., above U.S. Jacksonville 
wholesale volume 3°/, below a year earlier; 
Miami up 10°, Tampa up 15°... 

DecemBer—Jacksonville department 
store sales 6°, larger than a year ago, Mi- 
ami sales up 17°%. Total employment 
noticeably higher than similar 1949 level. 
Deliveries prompt. Rate of collections un- 
changed trom a year ago. 


Region 22 

NoveMBer—Barometer down moder 
ately during the month but 13.9° , above a 
year ago; exceeded U. S. barometer by 
13.4°.. Memphis wholesale volume even 
with a year ago, Little Rock up 7°,. 

DrcemBerR—Memphis department store 
sales 5°, higher than a year ago. Little 
Rock also up 5°... Total production un- 
changed during the month but well above 
a year ago. Unemployment sparse. Rate 
of collections slower than a year ago. 


Region 23 

NoveMBER—Barometer down fraction 
ally but 9.3°,, above last year’s level; 
24.7°, above U.S. Wholesale volume in 
New Orleans 3°,, above a year ago, in 
Jackson 5°, higher than 1949 level. 

DecemBer—Department store sales in 
New Orleans 3°/, higher than a year ear- 
lier. Louisiana crude oil production 
10.3°., above that of a year ago. Order 
backlogs mounting steadily. Rate of col 
lections about as prompt as year ago. 


Region 24 

NovembBer—Barometer down slightly 
but 11.7°., above 1949 level; 33.1° , above 
U.S. Shreveport wholesale volume 10 
above last year, Dallas up 30°., El Paso 
unchanged, and Fort Worth up 10 

DecemBper—Dallas department store 
sales 11° above a year earlier, Fort Worth 
up 9°., Houston up 18°., San Antonio up 
6°... Crude oil production in Texas 20.5°/ 
above 1949 level. Collections about as 
prompt as a year ago. 


NAL SUMMARY 


Region 25 

NovemMBerk—Barometer down moder 
ately but 7.8°,, above a year ago; 3.2 
above U. S. Denver wholesale volume 
unchanged from that of a year earlier; vol- 
ume in Albuquerque up 2°, from 1949. 

[ecemBer— Denver department store 
sales 10°., above a year ago. Total pay- 
rolls and inventories about unchanged 
during the month but well above a year 
earlier. Unemployment slight. Rate ot 
collections slower than a year ago. 


Region 26 

NovemMBer—Barometer down slight!) 
during the month but 12.4°,, above a year 
ago; 7.6°., above U.S. Volume of whole 
sale trade in Salt Lake City exceeded that 
of a year earlier by 21° 

DecemBer—Department store sales in 
Salt Lake City 10°% higher than a yeu 
ago. Total employment and inventories 
noticeably above those of a year ago. De 
liveries about as prompt as, but collections 
slower than a year ago. 


Region 27 

NoveMBer—Barometer down slightly 
but 13.0°,, above that of a year ago; 15.4 
above U. S. Tacoma wholesale volume 
20°, higher than last year, Seattle up 6°, 
Portland up 12°., Spokane up 2° 

Drcemper—Seattle department store 
sales 10°”, above those of a year ago, Spo 
kane up 15°., Portland up 11 Flour ~ 
output in Seattle-Tacoma 32.7°.. higher 
than a year ago, in Portland down 3.9 
Collections as prompt as a year ago. 


Region 28 

NoveMBeR—Barometer down slightly 
but 8.3°¢ higher than that of a year ago: 
2.8°., above U.S. Wholesale volume in 
San Francisco 5°, above a year ago, Sacra 
mento up 10°., and Fresno unchanged. 

DecemBer—Department store sales in 
San Francisco 10°% larger than last year. 
in Oakland sales up 12°). Total manu 
facturing output and payrolls appreciably 
above a year ago. Inventories quite high. 
Collections slower than,a year ago. 


Region 29 

NovemMBer—Barometer down slightly 
during the month but 15.4°., above last 
year; 5.0°. above U. S. Los Angeles 
wholesale volume 24°, above a year ear 
lier, San Diego up 2°, Phoenix up 10° 

Decemner—Los Angeles department 
store sales 6°, higher than a year ago, San 
Diego sales up g Crude oil production 
in California 1o.8° higher than a year 
ago. Aircraft production gaining notice 
ably. Collections unchanged from 1949. 
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